
Other fossil sites:  Anyskop and Baards Quarry  
There are only two fossil assemblages dating to the Late Pliocene on the west coast of South Africa 
and both are situated close to ‘E’ Quarry, the place where the majority of fossils were found at 
Langebaanweg.  The one site is Anyskop, which is thought to date to the Late Pliocene.  Foraminifera 
from the site suggest that both a marine and a beach, or terrestrial environment, are represented.  
The other site, Baard’s Quarry, is situated approximately 2.5 km east of ‘E’ Quarry and is now in-filled.  
The existing 70 m high hill of Anyskop is a conspicuous feature in the landscape of Langebaanweg 
today.  Anyskop deposits are clearly younger than the fossil bearing deposits of the Varswater 
formation (link to ‘The Geology..’), and it has been suggested that these deposits are probably similar 
to the calcarenites of the Langebaan formation found elsewhere in the region.  

Preservation at Baard’s Quarry was poor and 90% of the fossil material consisted of unidentifiable 
bone fragments.  Baard’s Quarry has fauna in common with both ‘C’ and ‘E’ quarries.  Other species 
such as Equus, a mustelid and a hyaenid are apparently Pleistocene in age.  No marine fossils were 
found in the quarry, with the exception of some pinniped fragments.  

Baard’s Quarry and Anyskop show that by the Late Pliocene/Early Pleistocene, woodland species 
such as the elephant, Proboscidea, and the short necked giraffe, Sivatherium, are still represented in 
the fossil record, but the numbers of more open-country grazing species appear to be increasing.  A 
much later period of human history is also found at Anyskop in the form of archaeological deposits 
which date to the Early, Middle and Late Stone Ages - See ‘The Archaeology of the Anyskop 
Blowout’. 
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