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Foundation Phase
Grades 2 and 3
Learner area: Natural Sciences
Specific Aim 1: Aquiring knowledge of natu-
ral sciences

Activity 1: Identify the animals 

Activity
Sheet 

Worksheet: Spot the difference 

1. Write the name of each animal under its picture. Choose from the    
    names in the box. Cross off each name after you use it.
  

Giraffe

Polar bear

Spotted hyena 

Elephant

Zebra

Lion 

White rhino

Hippo 

Seal

Panda bear

Great white shark 

Okapi 



Activity 2: Spot the difference – work in groups
(Complete after your visit to the Fossil Park)

At your visit to the Fossil Park, you learned about many animals that lived in 
the area five million years ago.

1. Write the name of each animal under its picture. Choose from the names 
    in the box. Cross off each name after you use it.

2

EDUCATOR’S RESOURCE PACK West Coast Fossil ParkC

2. Colour in all the pictures once you have given them names.

3. What is a herbivore?
   
4. What is a carnivore?
   
5. Identify which animals are herbivores or carnivores. 

Megalodon 

Sivathere 

Sabre-toothed cat 

Gomphothere

Hipparion (three-toed horse)

African bear 

Rhinoceros 

Hyena 

Hippopotamus 
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2. The animals in Activity One can still be found in the world today. Look  
    at these animals carefully - do any of these animals look similar to the  
    ones you learned about at the Fossil Park?

3. Which animals are similar to the ancient animals that lived a long time  
    ago?
      
4. Talk about the differences between the ancient animals and those that  
    are alive today. Why are they different?

5. Why do you think that some animals, like the gomphothere and sivathere,   
    look so different to the elephant and giraffe you see today?
    
5. These animals are all extinct. We are always hearing about extinct 
    animals. Do you know what this term actually means?

6.  Why do you think these animals are no longer living in the Langebaan  
     area?

7. Once you have finished answering the questions, colour in all the 
    pictures. 
  

2.
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Teacher notes

Activity 1: Identify the animals

Q1 answer:
Elephant   Bear    Shark
Hippo   Zebra   Lion
Giraffe   Rhino   Panda bear
Seal    Okapi   Hyena

2. Learner to colour in pictures
3. A plant eater
4. A meat eater
5. Carnivores – polar bear, great white shark, hyena, lion, seal
Herbivores – giraffe, elephant, rhino, panda bear, zebra, hippo, okapi

Activity 2: Spot the difference

Q1 answer:
African bear  Hipparion (three-toed horse)   Gomphothere
Hyena   Megalodon      Hippopotomus
Sivathere   Rhinoceros      Sabre-toothed cat

2. Some of them do.

3. African bear is similar to polar and panda bear.
    Sivathere is similar to okapi.
    Hipparion is similar to zebra.
    Gomphothere is similar to elephant.
    Sabre tooth cat is similar to lion.
    Great white shark is similar to Megalodon.
    Spotted hyena is similar to hyena.
    Hippo is similar to hippo.
    White rhino is similar to rhino.

4. The animals living today are living in a different environment to that
which existed 5 million years ago, and are adapted to specific habitats
within the environment in which they live.

5. There are four tusks on the gomphothere as opposed to two on
modern animals – may mean gomphothere had a different diet to
modern elephants. Extra tusks would have had some use, possibly
digging for food, or defence.
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6. Extinction of an animal or plant species happens when there are 
no more individuals of that species alive anywhere in the world. The 
entire species has died out.

7. Over time species evolve and change, if they do not go extinct.
Although the ancestors of many animals are not living in the west
coast area today, they have ancestors living elsewhere in Africa, and
in South Africa, today. The fauna living in an area always changes 
over time as climatic change leads to environmental change, and 
available habitats thus change over time. New competitors for re-
sources may appear with the immigration of new species, or current 
competitors for resources may become relatively more competitive 
and successful. The sivathere was clearly adaptable as it has been 
found at a site called Elandsfontein (which is situated close to the 
Fossil Park) which is approximately 100 000 -70 000 years old (an-
other species, not S.hendeyi). A number of other animals which were 
found at the Fossil Park only went extinct relatively recently in the 
area e.g. the sabre tooth cat. A great deal of time has elapsed since 
the fossils at the park were laid down, so it is to be expected that 
major changes have occurred in both climate and environment, and 
hence in the resident fauna.

Sivathere has a short neck, modern giraffes long necks. The 
sivatheres ate food close to the ground, as well as higher up (it was a 
mixed feeder), whereas modern giraffes eat food high up on bushes 
and trees.


